
It is Significant that JESUS CHRIST was not 

Roman, He was Jewish, and Paid a Stranger 

Tribute, in Roman Palestine. And it is only 

mentioned in Matthew, the Gospel to the Jews:                              

Matthew 17:24-27 “And when they were 

come to Capernaum, they that received trib-

ute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not 

your Master pay tribute? (To: eis = Into. Ca-

pernaum: cap-er-nah-oom’= A Place In Pal-

estine. Hebrew origin Kaphar Nachuwm = 

Village of Nahum (The Prophet). It was on 

the North/West shore of the Sea of Galilee, 

where Peter and Family lived, and housed 

JESUS. Master: didaskalos, did-as’-kal-os = 

Teacher.  Pay: teleo, tel-eh’-o = Pay, com-

plete, discharge a debt, perform. Tribute: 

didrachmon = A Double Drachma (15 pence). 

From the root word drassomai or drakon: the cap-

tured of Rome Paid. Drak’-own =Dragon = is a fas-

cinating Serpent). 

17:25 “He saith, Yes. And when he was come 

into the house, JESUS prevented him, saying, 

What thinkest thou, Simon? Of whom do the 

kings of the earth take custom or tribute? Of 

their own children, or of strangers? 

(Prevented: prof-than’-o = To Get An Earlier 

Start Of, Anticipate. him. Custom: Telos = 

Toll (As in Toll Roads of the Roman Highways. A 

Publican named Levi used to collect these Tolls, in 

his Toll house, before JESUS Called him Matthew 

(Mark 2:14. Matthew 9:9. Luke 5:27). (Later Levi 

would throw a Great Feast, inviting his 

friends who were Publicans and sinners… 

Luke 5:29-32). Or Tribute: Kensos = A 

Census, Tax. (Later the evil Pharisees and 

Herodians would Tempt JESUS With the 

Question, ‘Is it Lawful to give Tribute un-

to Caesar, or not?’ Matthew 22:17). Of: 

apo = Off. Away From. Their Own Chil-

dren: huios = Sons. Romans Taxed the 

people they conquered, because they were 

not their Roman children. Or Of Strangers: 

allotrios = Belonging To Another. Both JE-

SUS And His Jewish People Belong To 

GOD, Not To Rome. But still, as Chris-

tians we pay tribute/tax… Rom 13:6-7). 

17:26 “Peter saith unto Him, Of strangers. 

JESUS saith unto him, Then are the chil-

dren Free: Eleutheros, El-yoo’-ther-os = 

At Liberty). 

17:27 “Notwithstanding, lest we should of-

fend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an 

hook, and take up the fish that first 

cometh up; and when thou hast opened 

his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of mon-

ey: that take, and give unto them for Me 

and for thee. (But, Lest: hin’-ah may = 

That Not. We should offend: skan-dal-id’-zo = 

to cause to stumble. them. go down to the 

Sea (Galilee), throw in a hook, lift up the 

first fish, take the coin of money out of his 

mouth, and Give them for Me and thee. 

             JESUS PAYS, THE STRANGER TRIBUTE TO CAESAR.      
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